wish is not to fast unto death, but to survive the ordeal, if God so
-wills. The fast can be ended sooner by the Government giving the
needed relief.
I am not marking this letter personal, as I did the two previous
ones. They were in no way confidential. They were mere personal
appeal.
I am,
Your sincere friend,
M. K. Gandhi
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[Received by Post]
Confidential                                                Home Department,
New Delhi,
7th February, 1943
Dear Mr. Gandhi,
The Government of India   have  been  informed   by  His
Excellency the Viceroy of your intention as communicated tq,
him of undertaking a fast for 21 days in certain circumstance^
They have carefully considered the position, and the conclusions
they have reached in the light of such consideration are set out
in the statement of which a copy is enclosed, which they propose,
in the event of your maintaining your present intention, to
release in due course to the press.
2.    The Government of India, as you will see from their
statement, would be, very reluctant to see you fast, and I am
instructed to inform you that, as the statement makes clear,
they would propose that, should you persist in your intention^
you will be set at liberty for the purpose, and for the duration?*
of your fast as from the time of its commencement. During the
period of your fast there will be no objection to your proceeding
where you wish, though the Government of India trust that
you will be able to arrange for your accommodation away from
the Aga Khan's Palace.
3.    Should you for any reason find yourself unable to take
advantage of these arrangements, a decision which the Govern-
ment of India would greatly regret, they will of course suitably!
amend the statement of which a copy is now enclosed before"'1ft
issues.  But they wish to  repeat,  with  all  earnestness,   their
anxiety and their hope that the considerations which have car-
ried so much weight with them will equally carry weight with
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